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ROTATIONAL AND AXTAL MOTION
SYSTEM AND METHODS OF USE

ACKNOWLEDGMENT OF GOVERNMENT
SUPPORT

This invention was made with Government support under
Prime Contract No. FA8650-10-D-5226, awarded by USAF/
AFMC, Det 1 AFRL Wright-Patterson AFB. The govern-
ment has certain rights in the invention.

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

Field of the Invention

The invention pertains to the field of high-precision
measuring devices. More particularly, the invention pertains
to a high-precision system for loading and for rotational and
axial movement of a sample.

Description of Related Art

There are many fields where precise sample control,
positioning, and manipulation is critical, including, but not
limited to, tomography, microscopy, materials testing, and
micro-machining.

Tomography is a non-destructive, non-invasive method of
imaging a three-dimensional object. A tomograph images a
sample by sectioning through the sample using a penetrating
wave. X-rays or gamma rays are commonly used as the
penetrating wave, but radio-frequency waves, electron-posi-
tron annihilation, electrons, ions, magnetic particles, or
neutrons may also be used. A mathematical process called
tomographic reconstruction is used to generate an image
from the data produced by sectioning the sample by the
penetrating wave. X-ray computed tomography, computed
tomography (CT scan), or computed axial tomography (CAT
scan) are commonly used medical imaging procedures.

In the case of x-ray tomography, the imaging of a sample
depends on the absorption of x-rays by the sample. The
sample is placed between the x-ray source and an x-ray
detector, which measures the attenuation in the transmitted
rays. Either the detector or the sample may be fixed in
location. With conventional fixed detector systems, the stage
on which the sample is mounted is rotated up to 180 or 360
degrees. Radiographs of the sample are collected on the
detector at different time points as the stage rotates. The
image obtained at each angle includes a matrix of pixels. The
intensity of each pixel is a function of the linear absorption
coefficient, which in turn depends on the chemical and
physical makeup of the sample. Back-propagation and other
advanced de-convolution methods may be used to provide a
three-dimensional intensity file to reconstruct an image
representing the sample from the radiographs, which is
conventionally done one slice at a time. A complete three-
dimensional image is conventionally obtained by stacking
axial slices together.

The resolution of a tomograph is dependent on the fine-
ness of the control of the positioning and movement of the
sample stage and the beam source. The best conventional
high-precision tomographs only have a measurement reso-
lution to the micron level.

In materials testing, it is advantageous to perform tests on
a sample that is under a controlled load, such as a tensile
load or a compressive load. It is important to be able to apply
a controlled, known load to a sample being tested.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

A sample manipulator includes a drive system, a pair of
flexure plates, and piezoelectric actuators. The drive system
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preferably includes a pair of drive pulleys on opposite sides
of'a driven pulley and coupled to the driven pulley by a drive
belt. The sample rotates around a rotational axis with the
driven pulley. The driven pulley is preferably driven by a
pair of drive belts, one being located above the sample, and
the other being located below the sample. Fluid bearings
provide improved rotation of the driven pulley. The flexure
plates are preferably monolithic with a high number of
machined flex veins with the side of a tapered threaded
screw being used to create the high force required to bend
many flexures at the same time for sample motion and to
provide fine, precise sub-micron motion control for center-
ing the sample on the rotational axis. The piezoelectric
actuators provide high-precision control of the load on the
sample and allow high precision sample translation along
the rotational axis. The piezoelectric actuators also allow
high rate cyclic fatigue testing of the sample.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

FIG. 1 shows a front view of a sample manipulator in an
embodiment of the present invention.

FIG. 2 shows a broken out sectional view within circle 2
of FIG. 1 showing the spool assembly.

FIG. 3 shows a partial cross sectional top view along line
3-3 of FIG. 1 showing the dual drive assembly.

FIG. 4 shows a broken out sectional view within circle 4
of FIG. 1 showing the motor and screw drive assembly.

FIG. 5 shows a top view of the x-y flexure of the
measuring instrument of FIG. 1.

FIG. 6 shows schematically a high-precision tomography
system in an embodiment of the present invention.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE
INVENTION

A rotational and axial motion system is capable of high-
precision manipulation of a sample, including placing the
sample under tension, compression, and a no-load condition
with a high degree of precision. In some embodiments, the
load is a static load. In other embodiments, the load is
dynamic in that the system dynamically controls the tension,
compression, and rotation of the sample. This allows vari-
able, programmable, cyclic or non-cyclic, fully controlled
dynamic testing of a sample. The sample manipulator of the
rotational and axial motion system allows 360 degrees of
continuous sample rotation or any incremental steps in
between. The sample manipulator is preferably an extreme-
precision coaxial, two spool rotation axis, fluid flow bearing,
rotation and linear axial motion sample manipulator.

The sample manipulator preferably includes a drive sys-
tem, a pair of flexure plates, and piezoelectric actuators. The
drive system preferably includes a pair of drive pulleys on
opposite sides of a driven pulley and coupled to the driven
pulley by a drive belt. The sample rotates around a rotational
axis with the driven pulley. The driven pulley is preferably
driven by a pair of drive belts, one being located above the
sample, and the other being located below the sample. Fluid
bearings provide improved rotation of the driven pulley. The
flexure plates are preferably monolithic with a high number
of machined flex veins with the side of a tapered threaded
screw being used to create the high force required to bend
many flexures at the same time for sample motion and to
provide fine, precise sub-micron motion control. The piezo-
electric actuators provide high-precision control of the load
on the sample.
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The sample manipulator is preferably capable of precision
angular motion from small angular steps to continuous
rotation.

Sample tension and compression measurements may be
made during sample rotation or on a stationary sample.

The sample manipulator spools are preferably fluid flow
bearing assemblies which can resist axial motion and radial
motion.

The use of fluid flow bearings allows orders of magnitude
better resolution than conventional instruments with con-
ventional bearings, because as the precession of a system
improves, the angular measurements also improve.

The drive system also aids in creating a lower precession
or greater concentricity. By using a pulley on both sides of
the driven pulley, which is attached to the fluid flow bearing
shaft, equal and opposite forces are created, which cancel
each other when the system is driving.

Although the sample manipulator is primarily described
as being part of a high-precision tomography system, the
sample manipulator may be used in any application where
high-precision control and manipulation of a sample is
desired within the spirit of the present invention, including,
but not limited to, tomography, microscopy, materials test-
ing, and micro-machining. A high-precision tomography
system preferably includes a penetrating wave source, a
detector, the sample manipulator, and a processor. The
penetrating wave source in the high-precision tomography
system may be any conventional or custom source that
produces a penetrating wave for tomographic imaging. The
penetrating wave may be of any type used or useable in
tomography, including, but not limited to, x-ray, gamma ray,
radio-frequency, electron-positron annihilation, electron,
ion, magnetic particle, or neutron. The detector may be any
conventional or custom detector that detects the penetrating
wave. The processor may be any conventional or custom
processor, including, but not limited to, a desktop computer
or a laptop computer, that receives the tomographic wave
data from the detector and directs the penetrating wave
source, the detector, and the tomographic sample manipu-
lator. The processor preferably includes software and hard-
ware that directs the penetrating wave source, the detector,
and the sample manipulator and converts the tomographic
wave data into a tomogram either automatically or under the
direction of a user.

For a system with very high precision manipulation, it is
also necessary to precisely center a sample in the instrument.
The flexure plates preferably allow sub-micron centering of
a sample with the ability to handle large forces perpendicular
to the face of the flexure alignment plate. This is necessary
to enable the tension and compression testing with the
instrument.

The high-precision system also preferably has the ability
to subject the sample to cyclic fatigue testing rapidly using
piezoelectric actuators. Conventional tomographs use
hydraulic actuator systems for sample loading. The piezo-
electric actuators create orders of magnitude more precise
sample loading by having many orders of magnitude better
resolution relative to hydraulic systems.

This high-precision system also has the ability to move
the sample along the rotational axis using the duel piezo-
electric actuators. The duel piezoelectric actuators, in con-
junction with linear fluid flow bushings, create nanometer-
scale resolution sample translation for exploring a new
region of the sample. Conventional systems have no better
than one-micron resolution.

An advantage of duel piezoelectric actuators in conjunc-
tion with linear fluid bushings, preferably linear air bush-
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ings, which hold the moving load supports of the load frame,
is that the sample may be translated along the rotational axis
with an off axis precision on the order of tens of nanometers.
Conventional precision is no better than one micron.

The flexure sample alignment stage preferably includes at
least one, and more preferably includes all, of the following
features:

1. A high-load, sub-micron adjustment, single-axis or
multi-axis sample alignment stage, in contrast to conven-
tional small sample low load stages;

2. A monolithic structure with machined veins, which
allow manual or motorized adjustment, which flexes the
veins for sample motion, such as to center a sample on a
rotational stage;

3. High stiffness along one or more axes and adjustability
along one or more axes, in contrast to conventional low
torsional stiffness, low off-axis stiffness, low load-direction
stiffness stages;

4. Ahigh number of flex veins to carry the load, in contrast
to conventional single-axis or multi-axis monolithic flexure
plates using a small number of flex veins to carry the load;
and

5. Use of the side of a tapered threaded screw to create the
high force required to bend many flexures at the same time
for sample motion and to provide fine, precise sub-micron
motion control, in contrast to conventional use of the tip of
a threaded screw to bend the flexures for sample movement.

In a preferred embodiment, a sample manipulator
includes at least one, and preferably all of the following
features:

1. Reduced sample radial precession using fluid flow
bushings instead of roller bearings;

2. Reduced sample axial precession using fluid flow
bearings instead of using thrust roller bearings;

3. Increased sample angular precision as a result of the
reduced sample radial precession and reduced sample axial
precession;

4. Sample alignments using two-axis flexure plates;

5. Reduced sample precessions using double drive pul-
leys, which reduce off axis load on the sample fluid flow
bushing rotational shaft;

6. Sample cyclic fatigue testing using piezoelectric actua-
tors;

7. Sample loading using piezoelectric actuator; and

8. Sample translation using piezoelectric actuators and
fluid flow bushings.

FIG. 1 shows a sample manipulator 10. A sample stage 11
holds a sample 99, which may be maintained under tension,
under compression, or under no load by the manipulator 10.
The sample stage 11 includes a sample holder holding two
ends of the sample 99. A sample centering flexure plate 12,
mounted to the end of a top fluid bearing spool 14 on a side
facing the sample 99, keeps the sample 99 centered on the
axis of rotation of the manipulator 10, also referred to herein
as the rotational axis 1. A bottom fluid bearing spool 16 sits
below the sample and includes a sample rotation fluid flow
bearing and bushing combination more visible in FIG. 2. A
sample alignment flexure plate 18 is mounted to the end of
the bottom bearing spool 16 facing the sample 99. Prefer-
ably, the sample centering flexure plate 12 and the sample
alignment flexure plate 18 are substantially identical in
shape and design. The bottom bearing is driven by the
sample rotation motor 20 and the top bearing is a follower,
although in an alternative embodiment the top bearing may
be driven with the bottom bearing being the follower. Axial
motion is controlled by a top axial motion cross support
piezoelectric actuator 22 through a fluid flow rotation shaft
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45, a top axial motion cross support drive motor 24, and a
bottom axial motion cross support piezoelectric actuator 26.
A sample load cell 28, which accurately measures the
tension and compression loads on the sample, sits below the
top axial motion cross support piezoelectric actuator 22. A
pair of load frame stationary fluid flow bushing shafts 30 sit
above a pair of top vertical motion cross support fluid flow
bushings 32, which are coupled to each other by a top
vertical motion cross support 34. A bottom vertical motion
cross support 36 sits below the bottom fluid bearing spool
16.

In the close-up portion visible in FIG. 2, a cutaway view
of'the sample alignment flexure plate 18 is shown. Below the
sample alignment flexure plate 18 sits the spool assembly,
which includes a fluid flow bearing surface for axial load 40,
a fluid flow bushing surface for radial load 42, a fluid flow
rotation shaft 44, a fluid flow surface for axial load 46, and
a rotary angular measurement encoder 48. The fluid in the
spool assembly may be a liquid or a gas. In some embodi-
ments, the fluid is compressed air. In a preferred embodi-
ment, the normal operating pressure is about 60 psi. In other
embodiments, the fluid is an oil, preferably a lubricating oil.
The use of compressed air may be more favorable for lower
loads, whereas the use of oil may be more favorable for
higher loads.

Referring to the partial cross sectional view of FIG. 3, the
drive system includes a drive pulley 50, a rotational axis
driven pulley 52, an idle pulley 54, and a drive belt 56. The
sample rotation motor 20 (see FIG. 1) drives the drive pulley
50 and the idle pulley 54, and the drive belt 56 transfers
rotation of the drive pulley 50 and the idle pulley 54 to the
rotational axis driven pulley 52. Equal and opposite belt
loads on the rotational axis driven pulley 52 by use of a drive
pulley 50 and an idle pulley 54 on both sides of the rotational
axis driven pulley 52 reduces rotational axis runout.

FIG. 4 shows the motor and screw drive in the upper part
of the sample manipulator. In some embodiments, the motor
and screw drive is used to apply a predetermined load to the
sample 99. The top axial motion cross support drive motor
24 actuates one or both of the vertical screws 58 downward
or upward to change the load on the sample. The sample load
cell 28 measures the load on the sample and the vertical
screws 58 may be adjusted until a desired predetermined
load is being applied to the sample 99. In other embodi-
ments, the piezoactuators 22, 26 aid, either alone or in
conjunction with the motor and screw drive, in applying the
predetermined load to the sample, by pushing or pulling on
the sample or synchronously translating the sample along
the rotational axis 1 while the load on the sample is varied
by the motor and screw drive.

Referring to FIG. 5, the sample alignment flexure plate 18
has an annular plate shape and includes a plurality of flexure
mounting holes 60 evenly spaced around the periphery of
the plate 18 with fasteners 62, which are preferably screws,
in the flexure mounting holes 60 mounting the sample
alignment flexure plate 18 to the bottom fluid bearing spool
16. Although twenty flexure mounting holes 60 are shown in
FIG. 5, other numbers of holes may be used within the spirit
of the present invention. The number of flexure mounting
holes 60 is preferably a multiple of four and alternative
preferred numbers of flexure mounting holes 60 include, but
are not limited to, 12, 16, 24, 28, or 32. The sample
alignment flexure plate 18 also includes a sample mounting
hole 64 through the center of the plate 18, with the rotational
axis 1 at the center of the sample mounting hole 64.

A plurality of oblong parallel flexure veins 66 in the
x-direction (a first oblong direction 67 perpendicular to the
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rotational axis 1) are located radially between the flexure
mounting holes 60 and the sample mounting hole 64. The
flexure veins 66 preferably all have the same size and oblong
shape. Although seventy flexure veins 66 in the x-direction
are shown in FIG. 5, other numbers of veins may be used
within the spirit of the present invention. The number of
flexure veins 66 in the x-direction is preferably even and is
preferably in the range of forty to one hundred and more
preferably is in the range of sixty to eighty. Two tapered
x-direction threaded holes 68 are located 180° from each
other within long flexure veins 70 in the x-direction. A
plurality of parallel flexure veins 72 in the y-direction (a
second oblong direction 73 perpendicular to the rotational
axis 1 and perpendicular to the first oblong direction 67) are
located radially between the flexure mounting holes 60 and
the flexure veins 66 in the x-direction. The flexure veins 72
preferably all have the same size and oblong shape.
Although thirty-eight flexure veins 72 in the y-direction are
shown in FIG. 5, other numbers of veins may be used within
the spirit of the present invention. The number of flexure
veins 72 in the y-direction is preferably even and is prefer-
ably in the range of twenty to fifty-six and more preferably
is in the range of thirty to forty-six. Two tapered y-direction
threaded holes 74 are located 180° from each other, 90° from
the tapered x-direction threaded holes 68, and within long
flexure veins 76 in the y-direction. Although the veins are
described specifically as “x-direction” and “y-direction”, the
names of these two perpendicular directions is arbitrary, and
“x-direction” and “y-direction” may alternatively be
reversed in the previous description without affecting opera-
tion of the system. Four tapered screws in the tapered
threaded holes 68, 74 move the sample position when they
are tightened for fine adjustment by pushing the flexure and
creating motion for sample alignment in one direction
depending on which screw is adjusted, either by tightening
or loosening. These adjustments may be done either manu-
ally by hand or automatically by the control system for the
sample manipulator.

Referring to FIG. 6, a high-precision tomography system
includes a sample manipulator 10, a penetrating wave source
80, a detector 85, and a processor 90. The processor 90
directs the sample manipulator 10, the penetrating wave
source 80, and the detector 85 by way of communication
lines 92, 94, 96, respectively. These communication lines 92,
94, 96 may be any conventional wired or wireless commu-
nication lines. Although the sample manipulator 10, the
penetrating wave source 80, the detector 85, and the pro-
cessor 90 are shown as separate physical units in separate
housings in FIG. 6, any two or more may be located within
a common housing within the spirit of the present invention.

Experimental testing was done with a sample manipulator
similar to the design shown in FIG. 1 in an experimental
system. Encoder pulse counts were collected with one
degree motions, spanning 360 degrees at three different
speeds: 0.1 degrees per second, 1 degree per second, and 10
degrees per second. The encoders were on two air bearings.
The bottom bearing was driven directly by the servo motor,
while the top was the “follower.” Motion was controlled by
the servo feedback, not directly by the rotation encoders,
which was determined to be the more stable way to run the
high-precision system.

The calibration was determined to be 1.373 arcseconds
per encoder pulse (taking 2622 pulses per degree as the
average), which was consistent with expectations (1.37 was
the number expected). This corresponded to 0.381 millide-
grees per pulse.
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At all speeds, the one degree motions had a =12.5
pulse-count standard deviation or 0.0048 degree on the
driven rotation and slightly larger on the follower. There was
some regularity in the fluctuations, most clearly seen in the
difference counts. A high frequency component had a period
of about 7.1 degrees (about 50 periods per 360 degree
rotation) and had a repeatable phase over different speeds. A
slower oscillation had about a 60 degree period (6 per
complete rotation) but was less well-defined. These may be
a result of the structure of the drive belt. Overall, the
high-precision system was found to run stably over the range
of speeds tested with a consistency of motion without
dramatic outliers on many trial runs over two orders of
magnitude in speed.
Although the results in the above-described experimental
testing were excellent, additional testing and improvements
to the encoders and drive belts are expected to provide a
sample manipulator with even greater precision than
reported in the above-described experimental system.
Accordingly, it is to be understood that the embodiments
of the invention herein described are merely illustrative of
the application of the principles of the invention. Reference
herein to details of the illustrated embodiments is not
intended to limit the scope of the claims, which themselves
recite those features regarded as essential to the invention.
What is claimed is:
1. A sample manipulator for high-precision manipulation
of a sample, the sample manipulator comprising:
a sample stage comprising a sample holder for receiving
the sample and maintaining the sample on a rotational
axis, the sample stage having a top and a bottom;
a first fluid bearing spool coupled to the top of the sample
stage;
a first fluid flow rotation shaft rotatable within a first fluid
flow rotation bushing and coupled to the first fluid
bearing spool, the first fluid flow rotation shaft being
rotatable about the rotational axis;
a first actuator operatively coupled to actuate the first fluid
bearing spool axially along the rotational axis;
a second fluid bearing spool coupled to the bottom of the
sample stage;
a second fluid flow rotation shaft coaxial with the first
fluid flow rotation shaft, rotatable within a second fluid
flow rotation bushing, and coupled to the second fluid
bearing spool, the second fluid flow rotation shaft being
rotatable about the rotational axis; and
a second actuator operatively coupled to actuate the
second fluid bearing spool axially along the rotational
axis;
wherein the first fluid bearing spool and the second fluid
bearing spool are fluid flow bearing assemblies con-
taining a fluid;
wherein the first flow rotation shaft and the second flow
rotation shaft share the same rotational axis;
wherein the first actuator and the second actuator, in
combination, cause a load to be applied to the sample
in the sample holder when the sample is manipulated
through 360 degrees of high precision continuous
sample rotation through:
actuation of the first fluid bearing spool by the first
actuator axially along the rotational axis of the first
flow rotation shaft coupled to the top of the sample
stage through the first fluid bearing spool and

actuation of the second fluid bearing spool by the
second actuator axially along the rotational axis of
the second flow rotation shaft coupled to the bottom
of the sample stage, and
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wherein the first fluid bearing spool and the second fluid
bearing spool resist axial motion and radial motion
when the sample is manipulated through the 360
degrees of high precision continuous sample rotation.

2. The sample manipulator of claim 1, wherein the fluid
is selected from the group consisting of compressed air and
oil.

3. The sample manipulator of claim 1 further comprising:

a rotation motor;

a first drive pulley driven by the rotation motor;

a first idle pulley driven by the rotation motor;

a first driven pulley, located between the first drive pulley
and the first idle pulley, coaxial with and rotatable with
the first fluid flow rotation shaft, and driven by a top
drive belt driven by the first drive pulley and the first
idle pulley, the first drive belt coupling the first driven
pulley to the first drive pulley and the first idle pulley;

a second drive pulley driven by the rotation motor;

a second idle pulley driven by the rotation motor;

a second driven pulley, located between the second drive
pulley and the second idle pulley, coaxial with and
rotatable with the second fluid flow rotation shaft, and
driven by a second drive belt driven by the second drive
pulley and the second idle pulley, the second drive belt
coupling the second driven pulley to the second drive
pulley and the second idle pulley.

4. The sample manipulator of claim 1 wherein the first

actuator and the second actuator are piezoelectric actuators.

5. The sample manipulator of claim 4, wherein the first
piezoelectric actuator and the second piezoelectric actuator,
in combination, cause the load to be applied to the sample
in the sample holder.

6. The sample manipulator of claim 5, wherein the load is
of a type selected from the group consisting of a compres-
sive load and a tensile load.

7. The sample manipulator of claim 1, wherein the sample
stage further comprises a first flexure plate coupled to a top
of'the sample holder and to a bottom of the first fluid bearing
spool, and a second flexure plate coupled to a bottom of the
sample holder and to a top of the second fluid bearing spool.

8. The sample manipulator of claim 7, wherein each of the
first flexure plate and the second flexure plate comprises a
monolithic flexure body having:

a central axis;

a top surface;

a bottom surface;

a radial surface;

a sample mounting hole extending through the top surface
and the bottom surface and having a sample mounting
hole center coaxial with the central axis;

a plurality of flexure mounting holes extending through
the top surface and the bottom surface and spaced
around a periphery of the monolithic flexure body;

a plurality of first veins extending through the top surface
and the bottom surface and spaced radially around the
sample mounting hole, each first vein having an oblong
shape extending in a first oblong direction perpendicu-
lar to the central axis;

a first pair of tapered threaded holes, each of the first pair
of tapered threaded holes being formed through one of
the plurality of first veins, the first pair of tapered
threaded holes being located 180 degrees from each
other in the monolithic flexure body;

a plurality of second veins extending through the top
surface and the bottom surface and spaced radially
around the plurality of first veins, each second vein
having an oblong shape extending in a second oblong
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direction perpendicular to the central axis and perpen-
dicular to the first oblong direction;

a second pair of tapered threaded holes, each of the
second pair of tapered holes being formed through one
of the plurality of second veins, the second pair of
tapered threaded holes being located 180 degrees from
each other and 90 degrees from each of the first pair of
tapered threaded holes in the monolithic flexure body;
and

at least one tapered threaded screw received within one of
the first pair of tapered threaded holes and the second
pair of tapered threaded holes;

wherein the tapered threaded holes, the tapered threaded
screw, and the veins are formed such that when the
tapered threaded screw is adjusted, a side of the tapered
threaded screw applies a force to the monolithic flexure
body, thereby bending the monolithic flexure body to
provide fine, precise sub-micron control movement of
a sample mounted in the sample mounting hole.

9. The sample manipulator of claim 1 further comprising:

a first vertical screw actuatable to apply a first portion of
a load to the sample;

a second vertical screw actuatable to apply a second
portion of the load to the sample; and

a drive motor coupled to selectively actuate the first
vertical screw and the second vertical screw.

10. The sample manipulator of claim 9 further comprising

a sample load cell located above the sample holder for
measuring the load on the sample.

11. A method of manipulating a sample comprising the

steps of:

a) placing the sample in a sample holder of a sample
manipulator, the sample manipulator comprising:

a sample stage comprising the sample holder for receiv-
ing the sample and maintaining the sample on a
rotational axis, the sample stage having a top and a
bottom:;

a first fluid bearing spool coupled to the top of the
sample stage;

a first fluid flow rotation shaft rotatable within a first
fluid flow rotation bushing and coupled to the first
fluid bearing spool, the first fluid flow rotation shaft
being rotatable about the rotational axis;

a first actuator operatively coupled to actuate the first
fluid bearing spool axially along the rotational axis;

a second fluid bearing spool coupled to the bottom of
the sample stage;

a second fluid flow rotation shaft coaxial with the first
fluid flow rotation shaft, rotatable within a second
fluid flow rotation bushing, and coupled to the sec-
ond fluid bearing spool, the second fluid flow rota-
tion shaft being rotatable about the rotational axis;

a second actuator operatively coupled to actuate the
second fluid bearing spool axially along the rota-
tional axis;
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wherein the first fluid bearing spool and the second
fluid bearing spool are fluid flow bearing assemblies
containing a fluid;

wherein the first flow rotation shaft and the second flow
rotation shaft share the same rotational axis;

b) actuating at least one of the first fluid bearing spool and
the second fluid bearing spool via the first actuator and
the second actuator in combination to cause a load to be
applied to the sample holder and to move the sample
holder and the sample axially to manipulate the sample
through 360 degrees of high precision continuous
sample rotation, wherein the first fluid bearing spool
and the second fluid bearing spool resist axial motion
and radial motion when the sample is manipulated
through the 360 degrees of high precision continuous
sample rotation and

¢) collecting angular data of the sample through the 360
degrees of high precision continuous sample rotation.

12. The method of claim 11, wherein the first actuator and

the second actuator are piezoelectric actuators.

13. The method of claim 11 further comprising the step of:

d) actuating a rotation motor to rotate the sample and the
sample stage around the rotational axis, the sample
manipulator further comprising:

the rotation motor;

a first drive pulley driven by the rotation motor;

a first idle pulley driven by the rotation motor;

a first driven pulley, located between the first drive
pulley and the first idle pulley, coaxial with and
rotatable with the first fluid flow rotation shaft, and
driven by a first drive belt driven by the first drive
pulley and the first idle pulley, the first drive belt
coupling the first driven pulley to the first drive
pulley and the first idle pulley;

a second drive pulley driven by the rotation motor;

a second idle pulley driven by the rotation motor;

a second driven pulley, located between the second
drive pulley and the second idle pulley, coaxial with
and rotatable with the second fluid flow rotation
shaft, and driven by a second drive belt driven by the
second drive pulley and the second idle pulley, the
second drive belt coupling the second driven pulley
to the second drive pulley and the second idle pulley.

14. The method of claim 11 further comprising the step of:

d) applying a predetermined load to the sample using a
motor and screw drive comprising:

a first vertical screw actuatable to apply a first portion of
the predetermined load to the sample;

a second vertical screw actuatable to apply a second
portion of the predetermined load to the sample; and

a drive motor coupled to selectively actuate the first
vertical screw and the second vertical screw.
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